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↓
Born in 1978 and
1980 respectively,
Florentine and
Alexandre
Lamarche-Ovize live
and work in
Aubervilliers, on the
outskirts of Paris.
Their practice
blends drawing and
ceramics in a visual
language that
reinvents and
challenges art’s
academic subjects
and its genres.

Florentine & Alexandre Lamarche-Ovize’s exhibition Rufus takes
its title from the children’s book by the famous artist and writer
Tomi Ungerer, recently deceased.
Ungerer’s book provides the structure for an exhibition
conceived of by the artists as a narrative landscape: an
invitation to a stroll where play on scale, texture and drawing is
mediated via sculpture, ceramics and pictures imbued with
their creators’ hands-on commitment to the decorative arts.
The new Ungerer-inspired motifs go hand in hand with the
recurring flowers, octopi, mussels and fragments of landscape
from their sketchbooks, those crammed, inexhaustible sources
of images conjuring up both the real world and classical and
landscape painting.*
The book’s tale of a bat who discovers the world, the cinema
and colour is transposed by the Lamarche-Ovize duo into a
constant oscillation between colour and black and white.
Charcoal drawings and silk-screen work executed directly on
the walls orchestrate the visitor’s progress – a gambit
accentuated by the cave image printed on a huge, freefloating curtain – while ceramics set on embellished bases
stress an overall domestic feel at the expense of the artwork/
medium hierarchy.
Pursuing this connection with domesticity, the artists add in a
series of innovative everyday objets d’art, including seats, stools
and a bench ornamented with enamelled reliefs.
The Rufus exhibition is a standalone concentrate of the
Lamarche-Ovizes’ concerns, in particular the claim to freedom
and autonomy inherent in a creative process visible to all, with
its limitlessly prolific outcome like a gesture of resistance to any
kind of framework.
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Rufus, 2019
Le gouffre, les chiens, etc..., /Cave,
Dogs, etc., 2019
Tiles, Stool, Bench, Chair, 2019
Starting at the entrance to the exhibition
there are pointers to the presence and the
world of the bat. Ceramic flowerpot holders
titled Rufus are embellished with bats’ legs,
while a cave theme runs through the series
Le gouffre, les chiens, etc… – little ceramicframed pictures flirting with the grotesque
– and the enormous piece of fabric printed
with the name Padirac, after the famous
chasm in south-western France.
To this fresh vision of Tomi Ungerer’s
children’s book Rufus, the artists have
brought their ongoing concern with flora
and fauna and patterns typical of the
decorative arts. The exhibition is marked by
a particular interest in pets,* sketched in
the light of their ability to form
relationships and grasp the nature of
things differently.** The flawlessly domestic
context of the first room is home to
everyday motifs, creatures and objects –
dogs, cats, flowerpot holders, lamps, seats
– and above all stories as familiar as they
are fantastic. These works seem doubleedged, offering themselves for
contemplation and at the same time
revealing their potential function.

Rufus 1, 2019 / Courtesy of the artists ©
Adagp, Paris, 2020

* see B.A.B-A
**Concernant le rapport aux animaux,
Florentine et Alexandre Lamarche-Ovize se
réfèrent aux ouvrages de Jean-Christophe
Bailly et Donna Haraway.
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Le gouffre, les chiens, etc .../Cave, Dogs,
etc., 2019, Courtesy Galerie
Aeroplastics, Brussels © Adagp, Paris,
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The series Tiles, Stool, Bench, Chair brings
together different kinds of ceramic seats
dreamed up by the artists. Aesthetic objects
in their own right, they also allow visitors
time to relax and contemplate the other
works.
The works as a whole, including some of
the pictures, are put on seats cut to suggest
both outdoor and domestic settings: an
arched bridge, a low wall, a staircase, a
decorative fireplace, etc. Visitors are also
offered a stratum-by-stratum approach to
to the cave motif printed on fabric.
Tiles, stool, bench, chair, 2019 / Courtesy
Galerie Aeroplastics, Brussels
© Adagp, Paris, 2020

Padirac, 2019
At once the cornerstone of the exhibition
and the point of transition between its two
rooms, an enormous piece of printed
fabric evocatively titled Padirac*** hangs
from the ceiling across the width of the
space. Printed on randomly cut strips, the
drawing recreates the idea of a chasm or
cave – the imagined dwelling-place of
Rufus the bat. On the blank back of the
fabric the artists have screen-printed a
design that ties in with the second room’s
host of pictures and ceramic pieces, on
walls and floor respectively.

Padirac (simulation), 2019 / Courtesy of the artists,
production Frac Normandie Caen © Adagp, Paris, 2020

*** The Padirac Chasm is a cave 103 metres
deep in south-western France.
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Les cartouches sauvages/The Wild
Cartouches, 2019
Ceramic Doll, 2019
The walls of the second room are covered
with charcoal drawings, screen-printed
patterns and the Wild Cartouches series,
eight very large drawings on stretched
canvas-backed paper that heighten the
room’s more intimate aspect.
In each picture the association of
vegetation and (mostly domestic) animals,
together with the presence of other
creatures, saturates the composition like a
story in itself, as well as compensating for
the absence of writing in the empty
cartouches.

Les cartouches sauvages/The Wild
Cartouches, 2019, Courtesy of the artists
© Adagp, Paris, 2020

As if extracted – or emerging directly –
from these pictures, a new « forest of
ceramics » takes possession of the wooden
floor. Resembling seats, heads, or even
mushrooms, this Ceramic Doll series
accentuates the idea of the living world in
a return to vegetal motifs reminiscent of
the decorative arts.

Ceramic doll, 2019 /Courtesy of the
artists, production Frac Normandie
Caen © Adagp, Paris, 2020
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captions

La pensée des oiseaux 1; 2; 3/ Bird
Thought 1; 2; 3, 2019

Les 4 éléments (dinosaure)/The 4
Elements (Dinosaur), 2017

Glazed earthenware, slip, lighting system,
variable dimensions / Courtesy Galerie
Lefebvre & fils (1) and the artists (2, 3) ©
Adagp, Paris, 2020

Les travailleurs de la mer 1; 2; 3 /The
Toilers of the Sea 1; 2; 3, 2019

Le gouffre, les chiens, etc .../Cave,
Dogs, etc., 2019

Mixed media on paper, 166 x 246 cm, Le
Champ des Possibles Collection © Adagp,
Paris, 2020

Glazed earthenware, slip, variable
dimensions / Courtesy Galerie Lefebvre & fils
© Adagp, Paris, 2020

Oil pastel on stretched, canvas-backed
paper, ceramic frame, series of 16 pictures/
Courtesy Galerie Aeroplastics, Brussels ©
Adagp, Paris, 2020

Rufus 1; 2; 3, 2019

Glazed earthenware, variable dimensions /
Courtesy of the artists © Adagp, Paris, 2020
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Tiles, Stool, Bench, Chair, 2019

5 seats, glazed earthenware, variable dimensions /Courtesy Galerie Aeroplastics, Brussels
© Adagp, Paris, 2020

Padirac (simulation), 2019

Printing and silkscreening on fabric, 370 x 800 cm/Courtesy of the artists,
production Frac Normandie Caen © Adagp, Paris, 2020

Les cartouches sauvages/The Wild
Cartouches, 2019

Mixed media on stretched, canvas-backed
paper, 130 x 162 cm, series of 8 pictures /
Courtesy of the artists © Adagp, Paris, 2020
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Ceramic doll, 2019

Glazed earthenware, variable dimensions,
series of 18 ceramics/Courtesy of the artists,
production Frac Normandie Caen © Adagp,
Paris, 2020
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exhibition events
↓
Anniversaire de l’art/Art Anniversary
invitation to the Super 4 collective for
the opening of the Rufus exhibition
Friday 17.01.20 at 7:30 pm – Faitout
le soir d’après #5/the evening after #5
carte blanche for the Fanfiction 93
collective, with Sylvain Azam, Astrid de
la Chapelle, Adel Ghezal, Lina Hentgen,
Louise Hervé, Julien Tibéri, Bettina
Samson
Thursday 30.01.20 at 6:30 pm – Frac Show
en théorie/theoretically speaking
two talks (in French) by art historian
Camille Viéville
#1 - au sujet du duo d’artistes
Lamarche-Ovize/The Lamarche-Ovize
Art Duo
Tuesday 10.01.20 at 6:30 pm – Frac Show
#2 - de Lamarche-Ovize à la collection
du Frac Normandie Caen/from
Lamarche-Ovize to the Frac Normandie
Caen Collection
Tuesday 7.04.20 at 6:30 pm – Frac Show
Le mois du dessin/Drawing Month
invitation to illustrator Camille Lavaud
as part of the DRAWING NOW Art Fair
Saturday 14.03.20
- 2:30 pm: family workshop
- 5:00 pm: meet the artist/book-signing

The journal is produced by the Exhibitions
and Events/Sponsorship Hub
Texts: Anne Cartel
Layout: Audrey Gaudin

sponsorship
The Rufus exhibition is sponsored by
Rochebobois Paris

←
Check out B.A.-BA
for further
information about
the exhibition

At the entrance to the exhibition Frac
Normandie Caen is offering various
publications devoted to Florentine &
Alexandre Lamarche-Ovize, together with
books for young people to consult
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